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PART 1: Review Comments

Reviewer's comment

Author’s comment (if agreed with reviewer, correct the manuscript and
highlight that part in the manuscript. It is mandatory that authors should write
his/her feedback here)

Compulsory REVISION comments

All the results must be presented separately for male and female since as stated in
the introduction and later in the discussion the Vit D levels are different among the
two genders.

In the tables the AA have to specify the numbers of each subgroup together with the
sex of the participants.

Minor REVISION comments

In the introduction the AA present in general the possible action of Vit D on the immune
reactivity of the subjects: | suggest that they stick on asthma and/or on respiratory system.
It is not relevant for this paper to say that Vit D reduce the incidence of cancer or so.

Optional/General comments

The Vit D levels are below the suggested normal limits in all the population tested but the
prevalence of asthma is not increased in this population. Nonetheless it seems, but
statistically not significant, that lower levels of Vit D are associate with higher asthma
severity. Separating males and females may help in understanding these results .

The relative low prevalence of asthma in this population might be explained by other
factors such as diet or environmental pollutions or...

In tab.3 it appears that children never supplemented with Vit D have higher levels of Vit D:
what is the suggested explanation. May it be that this groups have different age and as the
AA have shown the younger have higher levels of Vit D?
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Are there ethical issues in this manuscript?
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