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PART  1: Review Comments 
 
 Reviewer’s comment Author’s comment (if agreed with reviewer, correct the manuscript and 

highlight that part in the manuscript. It is mandatory that authors should write 
his/her feedback here) 

Compulsory REVISION comments 
 

The manuscript “Contribution of Odoba Forest Reserve to livelihood of the people in the 
surrounding villages, in Ogbadibo LGA, Benue State, Nigeria” focuses on the role of forest 
products for the rural communities. The issue of the manuscript is very relevant, and the 
study is robust because it is based on 325 questionnaires administered in four villages. 
However, the main weakness of the manuscript is the description of the "Data collection". 
In order to improve the quality of method used the authors must add the following 
information in the “Data collection” paragraph: 
- Number of questions (open-ended and closed-ended) in the questionnaire; 
- Number of thematic sections in the questionnaire: 
- Response format (e.g., Likert scale, multiple choice, single choice, and so on); 
- Administration system adopted. 
- Number of interviewers involved; 
- Data collection times. 
Regarding the data analysis, it would be interesting to test if there are statistically 
significant differences between villages concerning the forest reserve to the livelihood of 
the people (Table 4). The authors could use the non-parametric Kruskal-Wallis test in order 
to test the statistically significant differences between villages. 
 

 

Minor REVISION comments 
 

- Page 1: simplify the title in the following way: “Contribution of Odoba Forest Reserve to 
livelihood of the rural people, Benue State (Nigeria)” or similar. 

- Page 2: modify the first sentence in the following way: “Forest resources play a 
fundamental role in the socio-economic well-being of the local communities; particularly 
where large rural population depends on natural resources for their livelihoods”. 

- Page 2: regarding the sentence “Forestry sector which is one of the main pivots on 
which the nation’s welfare is built, serves as resource base for many forest 
industries...” add one or more reference and specify in which context (for example 
Africa). 

- Page 2: with regard to the “global ecological services” add in brackets some examples. 
- Page 2: the data about fuelwood and charcoal is very important in the context of study, 

but the data shown is rather old. Could you report more up-to-date data please? 
- Page 2: use throughout the text the same term: fuelwood or firewood. 
- Page 3: regarding the literature review about the benefits of forest resources for local 

communities, it would be important to specify in which countries these studies were 
carried out. 

- Page 3: move the following sentences in the “Study area” paragraph: “Odoba forest 
reserve was established in 1969 for pole production. The dominant tree species found 
in the reserve are teak (Tectona grandis) …of the reserve to the livelihood of the 
people”. In addition, add more tree species after teak or change the sentence as “The 
dominant tree species found in the reserve is teak…”. 

- Page 3: at the end of the “Introduction” section, specify clearly and concisely the aim of 
the study. 

- Page 3: improve the description of the “Study area” with additional information about 
land uses (% distribution), forest types (% distribution), number and size of families that 
live in the four villages. In addition, provide information about the managing institution 
of the Odoba Forest Reserve (staffs, organization, etc..). 

- Page 3: What do you mean with “Odoba forest reserve was established in 1969 for 
pole production”? Integrate the information concerning the reasons that led to the 
establishment of Odoba forest reserve. 

- Page 5: What do you mean with the term “systematically selected”? Describe in detail 
the method used to select the households in each village. 

- Page 5, “Data collection”: How many households did you have involved in the pre-test 
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stage? Add this information in the text. 
- Page 5, “Data collection”: Did you have divided the questionnaire in thematic section? 

How many questions (open-ended and closed-ended) does the questionnaire form? 
Describe with more detail the questionnaire in the text. In addition, it would be 
important to describe the administration system adopted…face-to-face using 1 or more 
than 1 interviewer. 

- Page 5, “Data analysis”: move the sentence “Five points Likert weighted…contribution 
of the reserve” in the “Data collection paragraph”. In addition, use the most correct term 
“Five-point Likert scale format”. 

- Page 8, Table 1: add a decimal after the comma for all percentages (%). In addition, it 
is important to add the % of non-response for each socio-economic characteristic.  

- Page 7: Change from “forest resources collected” to “forest products collected”. 
- Page 7: Did you have collected the information about forest products collected using a 

multiple-choice answer? 
- Page 10: Using the Kruskal-Wallis non-parametric test in order to identify the 

statistically significant differences between villages regarding the contribution of forest 
reserve to the livelihood of the people. 

- Page 11, “Discussion”: the sentence “Majority of the respondents that collected forest 
resources…and perhaps responsible for provision of their family needs” is very relevant 
in my opinion. Could you support this important aspect comparing the data with the 
present study with other studies? 

- Page 13-14, “Conclusions”: Add the utility of the collected data and potential future 
findings of the study to support the decision makers in the management of Odoba 
Forest Reserve. 

Optional/General comments 
 

 
 

 

 
 
PART  2:  
 
 Reviewer’s comment Author’s comment (if agreed with reviewer, correct the manuscript and 

highlight that part in the manuscript. It is mandatory that authors should write 
his/her feedback here) 

Are there ethical issues in this manuscript? 
(If yes, Kindly please write down the ethical issues here in details) 
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