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In response to my query the comments of author are vague. The study could have
been much more specific as related to effects on reproductive efficiencies. Simply
measuring the steroid hormones particularly in acute toxicity is not going to reflect
that the drug has significant effect on reproduction. For ascertaining the effect one
has to be specific e.g. author could have studied histological changes in gonads,
status of enzymes related to synthesis of steroid reproductive hormones. Secondly
study must be with defined hypothesis rather than revalidation of earlier studies.
Thirdly which is still to be justified, is that in your study you have calculated LD
50 of tartrazine to be 5.83g/kg and 11.25g/kg for intraperitoneal and orally treated
rats respectively which means 50 % tested population dies at these doses, whereas
you have used 8.33 and 20 g/kg in acute treatments where one should expect more
than 50% mortality in treated rats which is to be explained.
The author has made necessary modifications in the manuscript that is welcome.
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