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Authors’ response to final evaluator's comments

The revisions made in the MS were insufficient.

The biochemical criteria confirming the clinical suspicion of DKA were
not presented, and in the emergency assessment, blood or urine
ketones, serum electrolytes, blood gases levels should have been
described in addition to blood glucose levels.

Management in the first 72 hours of fluid and electrolyte replacement
and insulin therapy should have been meticulously described as well as
the monitoring of clinical and biochemical response to treatment.

The data presented are insufficient to conclude that patients died from
sepsis and not from a complication of DKA treatment such as renal
failure, cardiac arrhythmia or cerebral edema.

Please rewrite the MS to contain the requested information.

Evaluators are right: many biological exams are missing, so that one cannot
confirm whether the children in this repport died from DKA complication or from
sepsis.

We just reported the cases with all those limits. Such biological exams were not
available in the Nouveau Village de Pediatrie. Apart from urine dipstick that
revealed ketonuria in one child. Parents realized them in private laboratories
according to their financial capabilities. Therefore, we cannot give more
biological results.

As electrolyte assessment was not available, additional details we can find in
medical folders are fluid management.

We thank you a lot for those remarks.
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