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PART 1: Review Comments

Reviewer's comment

Author’s comment (if agreed with reviewer, correct the manuscript and
highlight that part in the manuscript. It is mandatory that authors should write
his/her feedback here)

Compulsory REVISION comments

Minor REVISION comments

Yes marked in Red

The word ‘etiological” was inserted before risk factor in line 14 under
discussion. This has been changed to read now important etiological risk
factor

Optional/General comments

Overall good study

PART 2:

Reviewer's comment

Author’s comment (if agreed with reviewer, correct the manuscript and
highlight that part in the manuscript. It is mandatory that authors should write
his/her feedback here)

Are there ethical issues in this manuscript?

(If yes, Kindly please write down the ethical issues here in details)

Yes

Informed consent was obtained from each participant prior to data collection.
Respondents were informed that participation was voluntary and refusal to
participate will not affect care. The participants were assured that they were free to
discontinue at any point during the process of the interview without effect on their
care. The research was not harmful, the participants who agreed to participate only
experienced a minimal discomfort when blood sample (5mls) was being taken for
investigation by the researcher. The consulting room set apart for the interview was
private and all interviews was conducted only if privacy was ensured. All
respondents had an evaluation of their blood pressure as well as estimation of their
body mass index with counselling on healthy lifestyle using a standard protocol.
Their fasting blood sugar and fasting lipid profile (total cholesterol and high density
lipoprotein) were also done free of charge. Confidentiality of the information given
was ensured. The names of participants were not used in order to maintain
confidentiality. Only serial numbers were allocated to the participants.

Respondents were informed that participation was voluntary. Informed consent
was obtained from each participant prior to data collection. Confidentiality was
maintained and privacy was ensured. The study was not harmful, the
participants who agreed to participate only experienced a minimal discomfort
when blood sample (5mls) was being taken for investigation by the researcher.
The investigations done were at no cost to the participants.
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