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Abstract 8 
 9 
Many states in Africa have experienced particularly painful growth trajectories and transitions  10 

to post-independence democracy. In particular many writers have noted the ‘lost decades’ for 11 

democratic consolidation and economic growth in Africa between 1980 and 2000. Current 12 

perceptions of Africa are framed by high levels of absolute poverty and low levels of life 13 

expectancy, and significant national debt burdens. Many countries have experienced extended 14 

periods of devastating political and military conflict, as well as unsuccessful attempts with 15 

Marxist- Leninist and free market economic policy, further exacerbating the painful nature of 16 

post-independence development. The development paths of many African countries have also 17 

been significantly conditioned by regional militarism as well as international geopolitical 18 

developments, furthering conflict and development trauma. This paper therefore seeks to 19 

identify some of the root causes of the poor economic growth that many post-independence 20 

African nations have experienced, specifically between 1980 to 2000. It argues that colonial 21 

(and neo-colonial) history and geography have played a significant role in Africa’s lagging 22 

growth rate and peripheral regional status in a hostile and competitive global economy.  23 
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 31 

Many states in Africa have experienced particularly painful growth trajectories and transitions  32 

to post-independence democracy. In particular a number of writers (e.g. Darwin 1997; Landes 33 

1998;  Marais 1998; Bond 2000; Roy 2009; Chang 2003, 2011; Pettigrew 2013) have noted 34 

the ‘lost decades’ for democratic consolidation and economic growth in Africa between 1980 35 

and 2000. Current perceptions of Africa are framed by high levels of absolute poverty (e.g. 36 



 

 

61% of Angola’s population (Simon 2001) and 59% of Mozambique’s population (Mazula et 37 

al.,  et.,   2004), low levels of life expectancy (39 years in Mozambique and 38 years in 38 

Angola (2006 CIA World Fact Book)), and significant national debt burdens ($4.5 billion in 39 

the case of Mozambique and $9.4 billion for Angola (ibid)). Many countries have experienced 40 

extended periods of devastating political and military conflict, (particularly in the case of 41 

Angola, Mozambique, South Africa, the Democratic Republic of the Congo, Zimbabwe, 42 

Sudan), as well as unsuccessful attempts with Marxist- Leninist and free market economic 43 

policy, further exacerbating the painful nature of post-independence development. The 44 

development paths of many African countries have also been significantly conditioned by 45 

regional militarism as well as international geopolitical developments, furthering conflict and 46 

development trauma (Pettigrew 2013). This paper therefore seeks to identify some of the root 47 

causes of the poor economic growth that many post-independence African nations have 48 

experienced. It argues that colonial (and neo-colonial) history and geography have played a 49 

significant role in Africa’s lagging growth rate and peripheral regional status in a hostile and 50 

competitive global economy (Carlos and Nicolas, 1988; Escobar 1995; Choudhary, 1998; 51 

Landes 1998; Cain and Hopkins, 2002; Lee 2003;  Power 2003; Brown, 2009; Roy 2012). In 52 

particular colonial and neo-colonial control over space has significantly affected many state’s 53 

abilities to generate cohesive societies, strong economies and correct the considerable 54 

inequities created during the colonial period. 55 

 56 

Table 1 highlights trends in real Gross Domestic Product growth over the post-independence 57 

period. It is important to note that many countries (e.g. Angola (1975) and Mozambique 58 

(1975)) did not gain independence until the mid 1970s and some countries (e.g. South Africa 59 

(1994)) not until the early 1990s. Notwithstanding its sole focus on Sub-Saharan Africa, the 60 

table does highlight poor economic growth performance for African countries over the post-61 

independence period. Ha-Joon Chang (2003) however notes a greater complexity in the 62 

African growth pattern. He identifies that prior to 1980, African growth was below average 63 

for low and middle income countries. However, Africa’s poor economic performance became 64 

particularly pronounced from 1980-2000 (see table 1). Ha-Joon Chang (2003) argues that the 65 

most significant explanation for this was the effects of the enforced free-market doctrine on 66 

vulnerable African economies which came hand in hand with structural adjustment loans in 67 

the late 1970s and 1980s. The effect of this, he argues, was to ‘kick away the ladder’ (ibid.) of 68 

protection to vulnerable infant industries afforded through previous policies of protective 69 

tariffs and import substitution. As a result, the 1980s and 90s have come to be seen as the lost 70 



 

 

decades for African growth and economic development. It is also important to note the 71 

significance of considerable regional unrest over the period, most notably extended civil wars 72 

in Angola, Mozambique, the DRC and instability in South Africa and Zimbabwe, which have 73 

played a significant role in constraining economic growth (see later section). 74 

 75 

Table 1: Trends in Real GDP growth: regions and the world 1965-2000  (Average 76 
percentage growth) 77 
 78 

  

1965- 1980 

 

1980-1990 

 

1990-2000 

Latin America 

 

6 1.7 3.3       

Sub-Saharan Africa 

 

4.2 1.7 2.4 

South Asia 

 

3.6 5.7 5.6 

East Asia & Pacific 

 

7.3 8.0 7.2 

All low & middle income 

economies 

 

5.9 3.4 3.6 

High income economies 

 

3.8 3.1 2.4 

US 

 

2.7 3.0 3.4 

Japan 

 

6.6 4.0 1.3 

Germany 

 

3.3 2.2 1.5 

World 

 

4.1 3.2 2.6 

 79 
Source: World Bank (2002) 80 

 81 
 82 
Table 2’s focus on per capita GDP growth particularly highlights the poor growth of African 83 

economies. Both North African and Sub-Saharan Africa experienced negative per capita GDP 84 

growth rates during the lost decades, and were consistently the worst economically 85 

performing regions. It is therefore possible to identify a clear lag in African economic growth 86 

in comparison to both other low and middle income countries and higher income countries. In 87 

assessing the key determinants of this poor economic growth performance, the significance of 88 

European colonialism must be noted as having played a significant role. However European 89 

colonialism reached across the globe and was not confined to Africa, therefore highlighting 90 



 

 

the significance of other post-colonial factors in determining Africa’s poor economic growth 91 

trajectory. This paper will argue however that many alternative factors have their roots in 92 

Africa’s colonial past. 93 

 94 
 95 
Table 2: Per Capita GDP growth rates in Developing Countries, 1980-2000 96 
 97 

  

1980-1990 

 

1980-2000 

Developing Countries 

 

1.4 1.7 

East Asia & Pacific 

 

6.4 6.2 

Europe & Central Asia 

 

1.5 -0.2 

Latin America & Caribbean 

 

-0.3 0.7 

Middle East & North Africa 

 

-1.1 -0.1 

South Asia 

 

3.5 3.6 

Sub-Saharan Africa 

 

-1.2 -0.7 

Developed Countries 

 

2.5 2.1 

 98 
Source: World Bank (2002) 99 

 100 

The Colonial Past 101 

 102 

Colonialism can be seen as an act of destruction of civilisation (Darwin 1997; Mazula et al.,  103 

2004; Brown, 2009; Roy 2012). Indigenous populations were regarded as indispensable for 104 

economic exploitation, and therefore the management of the colonial economy purely for 105 

colonial ends resulted in the weak integration of local populations apart from as proletariat 106 

labour (Newitt 2001). The colonial regime rejected any notion of indigenous people running 107 

the state, and colonial institutions were staffed overwhelmingly by European administrators at 108 

the technical and managerial levels. Despite this characterisation, it is important to note that 109 

colonialism took very different forms in different locations. Many postcolonial writers (e.g. 110 

Escobar 1995, Landes 1998; Newitt 2001; Power 2003; Brown 2009; Roy 2012; Pettigrew 111 

2013) have therefore challenged some of the generalisations and stereotypes associated with 112 

colonialism, aiming to focus on the situated perspectives and diversity of experiences. The 113 



 

 

scramble for Africa (following the Berlin Conference 1885) and clash of rivalry imperialisms 114 

resulted in a division of territory and ownership by one of the major European powers. 115 

Different European countries ‘developed’ their colonies in contrasting ways, which had 116 

significant implications for the post-independence economic development of many states. 117 

Sidaway (1992) notes the contrast between British imperialism, with its focus on development 118 

of infrastructure and indigenous production, with that of Portuguese colonialism. They note 119 

that the latter was largely based around commercial ransacking to serve the needs of the 120 

metropole. The result was a highly uneven geography of concentration of development 121 

around major hubs of economic activity (particularly ports) in Angola and Mozambique, and 122 

marginalisation of the periphery and peripheral populations (Harrison 2002 in Lemon and 123 

Rogerson). This would have significant implications for the post-independence economic 124 

trajectory of these states. In addition different colonial histories would have significant 125 

implications for many African states’ ability to generate economic growth after independence. 126 

Many (e.g. Darwin 1997; Landes, D. 1998; Lemon  and Rogerson 2002; Brown 2009; Roy 127 

2012; Pettigrew 2013) have written about the legacy of the policy of Apartheid in South 128 

Africa in constraining economic growth due to a combination of labour inefficiencies, 129 

mounting international sanctions and internal and external security costs. Similarly the Ian 130 

Smith regime (1965-79) in Rhodesia (now Zimbabwe) following the signing of the Unilateral 131 

Declaration of Independence caused international condemnation and the economic isolation 132 

of the Rhodesian economy until it collapsed in the late 1970s. 133 

 134 

A number of legacies of colonialism in Africa can therefore be identified with significant 135 

implications for post-independence economic growth in many states. Firstly, colonialism 136 

created a highly inequitable distribution of resources within states, and subsequent 137 

marginalisation of the indigenous populations (Darwin 1997; Landes, D. 1998; also see Roy 138 

2012; Pettigrew 2013). A classic example is the issue of land in Zimbabwe where the Land 139 

Apportionment Act (1930) set aside 51% of the land area of Zimbabwe for just 3,000 white 140 

European settlers, with the indigenous population allocated drier, agriculturally less suitable 141 

regions away from the central watershed, or confined to overcrowded African reserves (at 142 

densities of over 60 people/ sq km) (Lee 2003). A major problem for post-independence 143 

governments has therefore been the task of promoting indigenous economic empowerment 144 

and greater socio-economic equity (Darwin 1997; Hanlon 2000; Roy 2012). The failure of 145 

many of these attempts (e.g. in Zimbabwe and South Africa) has resulted in the failure to 146 

create sustained economic growth across the region. Secondly, colonial economic control 147 



 

 

produced a highly uneven pattern of development, both between colony and core, and within 148 

colonies, creating major urban core areas and marginalised periphery. This can be clearly 149 

identified in the case of South Africa where economic development centred largely in the 150 

ports of Cape Town and Durban, and in the mineral rich areas of the Witwatersrand 151 

(Johannesburg). Such patterns of development have been exacerbated with post-independence 152 

state’s incorporation into the global economy. This has created new forms of uneven 153 

development with many states remaining peripheral and vulnerable to global economic 154 

processes (see later section). The final major legacy in many states was the situation created 155 

by the rapid dismantling of colonial infrastructure and governance at independence (Escobar 156 

1995; Hanlon 2000; Stiglitz 2002). This left a number of arbitrarily created economically 157 

disempowered states with significant internal ethno-nationalist tensions, creating the context 158 

for civil strife, civil war and resulting severe economic disruption. The colonial history and 159 

geography of colonialism, and their implications for the post-colonial trajectory of many 160 

African states have therefore been a major determinant of Africa’s poor growth. 161 

 162 

Civil War and Civil Strife 163 
 164 

A clear constraining factor on economic growth and welfare in many African post-165 

independence states has been extended periods of civil strife and civil war (Licklider 1995; 166 

Collier and Hoeffler 1998; Collier, 1999; Collier and Hoeffler, 2000).  As stated above, these 167 

have their roots directly in the colonial past, and in particular the rapid and disorderly way in 168 

which many colonial empires were dismantled. Colonialism enforced an entirely Eurocentric 169 

conception of territory on indigenous populations, although remaining contested on the 170 

ground. The colonial map produced an imposed order on African territory and, in the process, 171 

a control of the geographies of indigenous populations. It is, however, easy to forget that the 172 

creation of empires and African states did not correspond to the geography of Africa prior to 173 

colonialism. When the colonial enterprise was dismantled, therefore, this left different ethno-174 

nationalist groups with competing claims for territory and valuable resources (Licklider 175 

1995). The implications have been catastrophic, creating humanitarian suffering as well as 176 

destroying the conditions for sustained economic growth. 177 

Civil wars and conflicts have been a constant feature of a number of post-independence 178 

African nations (Ibrahim & Sambanis, 2000). In Angola and Mozambique civil war between 179 

divided nationalist movements has raged for an extended period (sixteen years in case of 180 

Mozambique and even longer in Angola due to failed peace attempts in 1992 and 1998), 181 



 

 

having a profound effect in creating social and humanitarian disaster, death and destruction, 182 

and failure of state modernisation plans (Landes, D. 1998; Simon 2001). Simon (2001) states 183 

that the seemingly endless civil war in Angola between the ruling party (MPLA) and dissident 184 

nationalist movement (UNITA) has generated untold human suffering through death, injury, 185 

displacement of populations and economic destruction. The humanitarian crisis has been 186 

worsened by rising levels of poverty throughout the country and poor infrastructure to rural 187 

areas due to artillery bombardment and heavy government expenditure on the military (over 188 

$5billion has reportedly been spent by Angolan government on military equipment (Le Billon 189 

2001)). Tvedten (1997) has assessed the costs of war up to 1994 to be in excess thirty billion 190 

dollars in materials damage and loss of productivity. In addition, approximately one million 191 

people have died due to a combination of fighting and secondary effects; forty percent of 192 

whom were children (ibid). Similarly in Mozambique, the activities of RENAMO provided a 193 

major security threat to the FRELIMO government, with extensive fighting, destruction of 194 

key infrastructure, and terrorisation of the Mozambican rural population in an attempt to 195 

destabilise the ruling government (Harrison 2002). Prolonged conflict in the Democratic 196 

Republic of the Congo, has also caused considerable economic and social damage, was well 197 

as limiting the prospects of stable peace in the region. 198 

 199 

Incidences of post-independence civil strife have also had a significant impact in limiting 200 

economic growth across Africa (Horowitz, 1985; Licklider 1995; Easterly and Levine 1997; 201 

Young 1988; Singer & Henderson, 2000; Elbadawi and Sambanis 2000b). The most notable 202 

example is Zimbabwe where the scale of the humanitarian crisis obscures the massive 203 

economic crisis that the country also currently faces. The Zimbabwean crisis and political and 204 

social instability, particularly from 2000 onwards, has created soaring inflation (with inflation 205 

figures in the millions despite currency corrections) as well as an escalating economic and 206 

social crisis (including a famine crisis and a shrinking economy (GDP -7% (2007 CIA World 207 

Fact Book)) making Zimbabwe the worst performing economy in the world with continuous 208 

negative growth since 2000. The Zimbabwean crisis has also affected foreign perceptions of 209 

the region and has had a negative impact on foreign direct investment to South Africa, 210 

especially between 1999 and 2000 (see Lee 2001). Zimbabwe therefore serves to compromise 211 

economic growth and spread instability across the region. 212 

A significant reason for the failure to successfully create regional economic growth has 213 

therefore been the failure to maintain stability and security, as foreign investors have been 214 

reluctant to invest in unstable regions or corrupt governments. Managing conflict across 215 



 

 

Africa is a daunting challenge (Landes, D. 1998; Mathoma in Simon 2001; Scott 2012). It is 216 

however the most important non-economic factor which should be included in economic 217 

policy thinking, vital for investor confidence, and therefore the economic health and growth 218 

of African regional economies. Security is more than just about preventing wars, or achieving 219 

a basic level of peace (Mathoma in Simon 2001). The very concept of development involves 220 

issues of security, stability, and freedom (ibid) crucial to the whole continent. Conflict and 221 

regional instability has to date had a devastating impact on economic development across the 222 

region. Many have looked to South Africa as the largest economy to promote peaceful 223 

regional integration, particularly in Southern Africa. South Africa has committed itself to an 224 

‘African Renaissance’ through participation in peacekeeping operations on the continent and 225 

has stated aims to focus on improving freedom and empowerment and governance across sub-226 

Saharan Africa:  227 

 228 

‘South Africa must commit to life and death objectives of peace, democracy, stability and 229 

development’ (T. Mbeki 1998) 230 

 231 

South Africa therefore identifies the importance of its commitment to regional security and 232 

stability as a fundamental driving force in the engine of growth, as FDI will only be attracted 233 

to a stable regional polity. A number of serious challenges to the quest for continental security 234 

and stability have however been posed within the region. Involvement by a number of states 235 

on different sides in the conflict in the DRC removed the region’s sense of collective 236 

solidarity and relatively positive momentum to that point. In addition, the major regional 237 

challenge remains in Zimbabwe, where an escalating humanitarian crisis will continue to 238 

hinder regional stability, integration and growth. Thus far, however, there has been reluctance 239 

from neighbouring states (especially from South Africa) to actively intervene. 240 

 241 

Neoliberalism and the failure to produce growth 242 

 243 

As stated above, a major challenge of governments has been to promote economic 244 

empowerment and growth after independence. Some states (e.g. Mozambique) attempted 245 

ambitious and ultimately failed attempts at Soviet-influenced state socialism and development 246 

planning. Initiatives involved the creation of large state-owned companies, the creation of 247 

state-owned agro-industrial plantations, communal village systems and collectivisation of 248 

peasantry in rural areas, and state controlled trade and exchange (Harisson 2002). Despite the 249 



 

 

socialist rhetoric of many post-independence governments (e.g. South Africa, Zimbabwe), 250 

many government have however adopted the neoliberal development approach (including 251 

privatisation, market liberalisation, currency devaluation and cuts to government spending) in 252 

return for development money, aiming to create rapid economic growth and economic 253 

empowerment.  254 

 255 

Table 3: Economic Growth in South Africa under GEAR 256 
 257 

  

Growth Rate 

1996 

 

2.6% 

1997 

 

2.6% 

1998 

 

0.8% 

1999 

 

1.9% 

2002 

 

3.6% 

2003 

 

2.8% 

2004 

 

3.7% 

2005 

 

4.3% 

Expected Growth Rate 

 

6% 

 

 258 
Source: Peet (2002) and Lemon (2006) 259 

 260 

This approach has however received an extensive critical literature across countries in the 261 

region (see Bond 1998, Marais 1998, Hanlon 2004). In South Africa, Peet (2002) has argued 262 

that neo-liberal initiatives for restructuring the South African space economy have limited 263 

scope for producing economic growth and much needed socio-economic redistribution, due to 264 

the limited nature of wealth ‘trickle down’ to the very poorest and most vulnerable. GEAR 265 

(the ANC’s neoliberal development strategy) has come under considerable criticism in its 266 

failure to provide growth and employment. The program was criticised initially for failing to 267 

create sustained economic growth, however in the longer term is showing some signs of 268 

improvement (see table 3). Such recovery is however significantly short of government 269 

targets of a sustained 6% growth by 2000. Unemployment is also showing disappointing 270 



 

 

progress. Significant job losses were experienced initially (350,000 jobs lost 1996-99 (Lemon 271 

2006)), and more recently unemployment rates remain high (2003- 41.8% according to the 272 

expanded definition of unemployment, and 39.0% in March 2006 (ibid.)). The poverty and 273 

inequality reducing drive of mass employment creation through growth has therefore not been 274 

facilitated by the GEAR program, and Marais (1998) and others have argued that the 275 

government strategy is actually serving to worsen inequality, undermining the redistributive 276 

effects of the budget. Similarly in Zimbabwe, Bond (1998) has documented the significant 277 

economic decline in the early 1990s, as a result of structural adjustment, leading to a failure to 278 

create growth as well as universal increases in poverty and sliding social development 279 

amongst marginal urban and rural groups. Bond (1998) states that due to the implementation 280 

of ESAP, poverty and hunger increased due to slow growth of employment opportunities, 281 

sharp increases in food prices due to inflation and significant retrenchments in the public and 282 

private sector. There were also ominous reversals in social provision, with the introduction of 283 

fees in rural clinics and primary education. Market-based development initiatives have 284 

therefore arguably been the cause of the growth problem of many African countries, not the 285 

solution to it (Landes, D. 1998). Many governments have had the unintended consequence of 286 

creating economic disempowerment and increasing inequality as a result of their policies. 287 

This has in many cases failed to create growth as domestic markets have not expanded due to 288 

continuing high levels of poverty and inequality. 289 

 290 

Conclusions 291 

 292 

This argues that colonial (and neo-colonial) history and geography have played a significant 293 

role in Africa’s lagging growth rate and peripheral regional status in the global economy. 294 

Whilst it has sought to identify a number of postcolonial factors which have blighted growth 295 

across a number of African nations, it argues that many of these additional factors have their 296 

roots in Africa’s colonial past. In particular, the numerous instances of civil war and civil 297 

strife can be directly linked back to the colonial project and disorderly way in which many 298 

states were hastily decolonised. Newly independent countries were therefore unable to 299 

generate cohesive societies, strong economies and correct the considerable inequities created 300 

during the colonial period. The neoliberal doctrine, enforced on many vulnerable postcolonial 301 

developing economies, has also significantly affected the growth trajectory of many African 302 

nations, with notable failures in Zimbabwe and South Africa. It can, however, be argued that 303 

this reflects a neo-colonial control over space by dominant financial actors in the global 304 



 

 

economy. The colonial legacy therefore remains a significant factor in post-colonial Africa. 305 

This could remain a major impediment to growth and an African renaissance in the future. 306 

 307 

 308 

 309 

 310 

 311 

Bibliography: 312 

 313 

Books: 314 
 315 
Baregu, M. and Landsberg, C. (eds.) (2003) ‘From Cape to Congo: Southern Africa’s 316 
evolving security challenges’. Lynne Rienner Publishers: London. 317 
 318 
Bond, P. (1998) ‘Uneven Zimbabwe: a study of finance, development and 319 
underdevelopment’. Africa World Press: Trenton NJ. 320 
 321 
Brown, S. R. (2009). Merchant Kings: When Companies Ruled the World 1600-1900. New 322 
York, NY: St. Martin’s Press.  323 
 324 
Cain, P.G. & Hopkins, A.G. (2002).  British Imperialism. , 1688-2000. New York. NY: 325 
Longman. 326 
  327 
Chabal, P. (2002) ‘A history of Postcolonial Lusophone Africa’. C Hurst: London  328 
 329 
Choudhary K.N., 1998. The English East India Company in the 17th and 18th Centuary: A Pre 330 
Modern multinational Organisation. In P. Tuck (Ed.), The East India Company, 1600-1858: 331 
Trade, Finance and Power (Vol. 4, pp. 82-99). New York. NY: Routledge.   332 
 333 
Escobar, A. (1995) ‘Encountering Development: The making and unmaking of the Third 334 
World’. Princeton University Press: Princeton.  335 
 336 
Landes, D. (1998). The Wealth and Poverty of Nations. New York: W.W. Norton & 337 
Company. 338 
 339 
Lee, M. (2003) ‘The Political economy of Regionalism in Southern Africa’.  University of 340 
Cape Town Press: Cape Town. 341 
 342 
Lemon, A and Rogerson, C. (2002) ‘Geography and Economy of South Africa and its 343 
neighbours’. Ashgate: Aldershot. 344 
 345 
Mazula Brazao, Miguel de Brito, Obede Baloi, Guilherme Mbilana, (2004). Mozambique: ten 346 
years of Peace. Maputo: Centro de Esudos de Democracia e Desenvolvimento. 347 
.  348 
Marais, H. (1998) ‘South Africa: Limits to Change: The Political Economy of transition’. 349 
University of Cape Town Press: Cape Town. 350 



 

 

 351 
McCormick, S. (1994) ‘The Angolan economy: prospects for growth in a post-conflict 352 
environment’. Centre for Strategic Studies: Washington.  353 
 354 
Pettigrew, W.  (2013). Freedom’s debt: The Royal African Company and the Politics of the 355 
Atlantic Slave Trade. Chapel Hill, NC: University of North Carolina. 356 
 357 
Power, M. (2003) ‘Rethinking Development Geographies’. Routledge: London. 358 
 359 
 360 
Roy, T. (2012). The East India Company: The World’s Most Powerful Corporation. London: 361 
Allen Lane.  362 
 363 
Simon, D. (1995) ‘Structurally adjusted Africa: poverty, debt and basic needs’. Pluto Press: 364 
London. 365 
 366 
Stiglitz, J. (2002) ‘Globalization and its discontents’. Norton: New York. 367 
 368 
Tvedten, I. (1997) ‘Angola: struggle for peace and reconstruction’. Westview Press: 369 
Boulder, Co.  370 
 371 
Wilson, Henry S., 1994. African Decolonialism. London: Edward Arnold. 372 
 373 
Zegeye, A. and Maxted, J. (2003) ‘Our Dream Deferred: the poor in South Africa’. UNISA: 374 
Pretoria  375 

 376 

Articles: 377 

 378 

Alwang, J. and Ersado, L. (1999) ‘Changes in poverty in Zimbabwe between 1990-1996’. 379 
Development Southern Africa 16(4) pp. 456-479. 380 
 381 
Bond, P. (1996) ‘Who foots the bill? Contrasting views on the success of structural 382 
adjustment in Zimbabawe’. Journal of Southern African Studies 22(1) pp. 167-174. 383 
 384 
Chang, H. (2003) ‘Kicking away the ladder: the real history of free trade’. Foreign Policy in 385 
Focus December edition.  386 
 387 
Chang, H. (2011) Institutions and Economic Development: Theory, Policy, and History, 388 
Journal of Institutional Economics, 2011, Vol. 7, no.4.  389 
 390 
Collier, Paul. “On the economic consequences of civil war” Oxford Economic Papers; 391 
51:168-83, January 1999.    392 
Collier, Paul and Anke Hoeffler. “On economic causes of civil war,” Oxford Economic 393 
Papers 50 (1998), 563-573.  394 
 395 
Collier, Paul and Anke Hoeffler. "Greed and Grievance in Civil War," World Bank Working 396 
Paper 2355 (May 2000). 397 
 398 



 

 

Darwin J. (1997). Imperialism and the Victorians: The Dynamics of territorial Expansion. The 399 
English Historical Review, 62, 112 (447), 614-642. 400 
 401 
Hanlon, J. (2000) ‘Power without responsibility: the World Bank and Mozambican cashew 402 
nuts’. Review of African Political Economy 83 pp. 29-45. 403 
 404 
Easterly, William and Ross Levine. “Africa’s Growth Tragedy: Policies and Ethnic 405 
Divisions,” November 1997, Quarterly Journal of Economics. CXII (4), 1203-1250. 406 
 407 
Elbadawi, Ibrahim and Nicholas Sambanis (2000b). "External Interventions and the Duration 408 
of Civil Wars," World bank Working Paper. 409 
 410 
Ibrahim Elbadawi & Nicholas Sambanis. Why Are There So Many Civil Wars in Africa? 411 
Understanding and Preventing Violent Conflict. Journal of African Economies (December 412 
2000).  413 
 414 
Licklider, Roy. “The Consequences of Negotiated Settlements in Civil Wars, 1945–1993,” 415 
American Political Science Review 89 (September 1995). 416 
 417 
Horowitz, Donald. Ethnic Groups in Conflict. Berkeley: University of California Press, 1985. 418 
 419 
LeBillon, P. (2001) ‘Angola’s political economy of war: The role of Oil and Diamonds, 1975-420 

2000. African Affairs, Vol. 100, No. 398. pp. 55-80. Published by Oxford University Press 421 

on behalf of The Royal African Society. 422 

 423 
 424 
Nattrass, N. (1994) ‘Politics and economies in ANC economic policy’. African Affairs 93 pp. 425 
343-359. 426 
 427 
Newitt, M. (2001). Formal and Informal Empire in the History of  Portuguese expansion, 428 
Portusuese Studies. , 17, 1-21. 429 
Peet, R. (2002) ‘Ideology, discourse and geography of hegemony: socialist to neo-liberal 430 
development in SA’. ANTIPODE 34(1) pp. 54-84. 431 
 432 
Rogerson, C. (2001) ‘Spatial development initiatives in southern Africa: the Maputo 433 
development corridor’. Tijdschrift voor Economische en Sociale Geografie 92(3) pp. 324-434 
346. 435 
 436 
Sidaway, J. (1992) ‘Mozambique: destabilisation, state, society and space’ Political 437 
Geography Quarterly 11 pp. 239-258.  438 
 439 
Singer, J. David & Errol Henderson, 2000. ‘Civil War in the Post-Colonial World, 1946–92’, 440 
Journal of Peace Research 37(3): 275–299 441 
 442 
Simon, D. (2001) ‘Social and humanitarian dislocation in Angola’. Review of African 443 
Political Economy 28(90) pp. 503-520. 444 
 445 



 

 

Scott Straus (2012) Wars do end! Changing patters of political violence in sub-Saharan 446 
Africa. African Affairs, Volume 111, Issue 443, 1 April 2012, Pages 179-201. Available on 447 
https://doi.org/10.1093/afraf/ads015 448 
 449 
 450 
Young, T. (1988) ‘The politics of development in Angola and Mozambique’. African Affairs 451 
87(347) pp. 165-184. 452 
 453 
Internet: 454 
 455 
www.cia.gov.us/worldfactbook accessed on 01.02.2019 456 
 457 
www.pambazuka-news.apc.org accessed on 01.02.2019 458 

 459 

Other Sources: 460 
 461 
Lemon, A. (2006) ‘Neoliberal post-Apartheid’ Lecture to Oxford School of Geography. 462 
 463 

 464 


