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PART  1: Review Comments 
 
 Reviewer’s comment Author’s comment (if agreed with reviewer, correct the manuscript and 

highlight that part in the manuscript. It is mandatory that authors should write 
his/her feedback here) 

Compulsory REVISION comments 
 

INTRODUCTION 
The following issues (below), which form a significant and integral part of the results and 
discussion sections, should also be introduced in the Introduction section. The current 
shape of the Introduction section is: (1) not in line with the Results and Discussion sections, 
(2) insufficient in length for a full research paper (5-6 paragraphs). 

• Taxonomic dissimilarity between the two fish communities 

• Testing for the type of process involved in the structuring of species abundances 
Beyond the rough abundance unevenness, the genuine intensity of the hierarchical 
structuring process 

• Effect of habitat complexity on the true species richness and the taxonomic 
composition of associated fish communities 

• Type of process involved in the structuring of species abundances 

• Effect of coral habitat complexity on the mean competitive intensity and the species 
abundance unevenness within associated fish community 

 
MATERIALS AND METHODS 
The Numerical Extrapolation procedure and its exploitation - Belongs in Introduction 
(relocated). 
 
RESULTS 
Report on Figures 4 (Chaetodon striatus Linnaeus 1758, common to both fish 
communities), Figure 5 (Dactylopterus volitans (Linnaeus 1758), common to both fish 
communities) and Figure 6 (Pomacanthus paru (Bloch 1787), recorded from Mae 
community only)   below to justify their inclusion. 
 
DISCUSSION 
“It has been argued [5, 16] that fish assemblages associated to tropical coral reefs exhibit 
close positive relationships with the degree of habitat complexity [5, 16], … are provided in 
Tables 1 & and 2 and Figures 1 & and 2.” – This look like introduction as it does not directly 
discuss the obtained results – relocate to Introduction section (or remove?) – Immediately 
start discussion obtained results – all else goes to relevant sections (Introduction or 
methodology). 

 

Minor REVISION comments 
 

 
Additional minor grammar items indicated in the accompanied annotated manuscript. 
 

 

Optional/General comments 
 

The paper is excessively populated with sources, where in most cases one source would 
suffice. Authors are urged to look, where appropriate, to reduce the excessive number of 
sources cited. 
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 Reviewer’s comment Author’s comment (if agreed with reviewer, correct the manuscript and 
highlight that part in the manuscript. It is mandatory that authors should write 
his/her feedback here) 

Are there ethical issues in this manuscript? 
(If yes, Kindly please write down the ethical issues here in details) 
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