
 

 

Policy Paper 1 

 2 

Colonial history and geography have been the main determinants of Africa’s poor 3 
economic growth: An Experience of Lost decades (1980-2000)  4 

 5 
 6 
 7 

ABSTRACT 8 
 9 
Many states in Africa have experienced particularly painful growth trajectories and transitions  10 

to post-independence democracy. In particular many writers have noted the ‘lost decades’ for 11 

democratic consolidation and economic growth in Africa between 1980 and 2000. Current 12 

perceptions of Africa are framed by high levels of absolute poverty and low levels of life 13 

expectancy, and significant national debt burdens. Many countries have experienced extended 14 

periods of devastating political and military conflict, as well as unsuccessful attempts with 15 

Marxist- Leninist and free market economic policy, further exacerbating the painful nature of 16 

post-independence development. The development paths of many African countries have also 17 

been significantly conditioned by regional militarism as well as international geopolitical 18 

developments, furthering conflict and development trauma. This paper therefore seeks to 19 

identify some of the root causes of the poor economic growth that many post-independence 20 

African nations have experienced, specifically between 1980 to 2000. It argues that colonial 21 

(and neo-colonial) history and geography have played a significant role in Africa’s lagging 22 

growth rate and peripheral regional status in a hostile and competitive global economy.  23 
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1. INTRODUCTION 30 

 31 

Many states in Africa have experienced particularly painful growth trajectories and transitions  32 

to post-independence democracy. In particular a number of writers [1; 2; 3; 4; 5; 6; 7; 8] have 33 

noted the ‘lost decades’ for democratic consolidation and economic growth in Africa between 34 

1980 and 2000. Current perceptions of Africa are framed by high levels of absolute poverty 35 

(e.g. 61% of Angola’s population [9] and 59% of Mozambique’s population [10], low levels 36 



 

 

of life expectancy (39 years in Mozambique and 38 years in Angola [11]), and significant 37 

national debt burdens ($4.5 billion in the case of Mozambique and $9.4 billion for Angola 38 

(ibid)). Many countries have experienced extended periods of devastating political and 39 

military conflict, (particularly in the case of Angola, Mozambique, South Africa, the 40 

Democratic Republic of the Congo, Zimbabwe, Sudan), as well as unsuccessful attempts with 41 

Marxist- Leninist and free market economic policy, further exacerbating the painful nature of 42 

post-independence development. The development paths of many African countries have also 43 

been significantly conditioned by regional militarism as well as international geopolitical 44 

developments, furthering conflict and development trauma [8]. This paper therefore seeks to 45 

identify some of the root causes of the poor economic growth that many post-independence 46 

African nations have experienced. It argues that colonial (and neo-colonial) history and 47 

geography have played a significant role in Africa’s lagging growth rate and peripheral 48 

regional status in a hostile and competitive global economy [2; 5; 12; 13;  14; 15; 16; 17]. In 49 

particular colonial and neo-colonial control over space has significantly affected many state’s 50 

abilities to generate cohesive societies, strong economies and correct the considerable 51 

inequities created during the colonial period. 52 

 53 

Table 1 highlights trends in real Gross Domestic Product growth over the post-independence 54 

period. It is important to note that many countries (e.g. Angola (1975) and Mozambique 55 

(1975)) did not gain independence until the mid 1970s and some countries (e.g. South Africa 56 

(1994)) not until the early 1990s. Notwithstanding its sole focus on Sub-Saharan Africa, the 57 

table does highlight poor economic growth performance for African countries over the post-58 

independence period. Ha-Joon Chang (2003) [6] however notes a greater complexity in the 59 

African growth pattern. He identifies that prior to 1980, African growth was below average 60 

for low and middle income countries. However, Africa’s poor economic performance became 61 

particularly pronounced from 1980-2000 (see table 1). Ha-Joon Chang (2003) [6] argues that 62 

the most significant explanation for this was the effects of the enforced free-market doctrine 63 

on vulnerable African economies which came hand in hand with structural adjustment loans 64 

in the late 1970s and 1980s. The effect of this, he argues, was to ‘kick away the ladder’ (ibid.) 65 

of protection to vulnerable infant industries afforded through previous policies of protective 66 

tariffs and import substitution. As a result, the 1980s and 90s have come to be seen as the lost 67 

decades for African growth and economic development. It is also important to note the 68 

significance of considerable regional unrest over the period, most notably extended civil wars 69 



 

 

in Angola, Mozambique, the DRC and instability in South Africa and Zimbabwe, which have 70 

played a significant role in constraining economic growth (see later section). 71 

 72 

Table 1: Trends in Real GDP growth: regions and the world 1965-2000  (Average 73 
percentage growth) 74 
 75 

  

1965- 1980 

 

1980-1990 

 

1990-2000 

Latin America 

 

6 1.7 3.3       

Sub-Saharan Africa 

 

4.2 1.7 2.4 

South Asia 

 

3.6 5.7 5.6 

East Asia & Pacific 

 

7.3 8.0 7.2 

All low & middle income 

economies 

 

5.9 3.4 3.6 

High income economies 

 

3.8 3.1 2.4 

US 

 

2.7 3.0 3.4 

Japan 

 

6.6 4.0 1.3 

Germany 

 

3.3 2.2 1.5 

World 

 

4.1 3.2 2.6 

 76 
Source: [18] 77 

 78 
 79 
Table 2’s focus on per capita GDP growth particularly highlights the poor growth of African 80 

economies. Both North African and Sub-Saharan Africa experienced negative per capita GDP 81 

growth rates during the lost decades, and were consistently the worst economically 82 

performing regions. It is therefore possible to identify a clear lag in African economic growth 83 

in comparison to both other low and middle income countries and higher income countries. In 84 

assessing the key determinants of this poor economic growth performance, the significance of 85 

European colonialism must be noted as having played a significant role. However European 86 

colonialism reached across the globe and was not confined to Africa, therefore highlighting 87 

the significance of other post-colonial factors in determining Africa’s poor economic growth 88 



 

 

trajectory. This paper will argue however that many alternative factors have their roots in 89 

Africa’s colonial past. 90 

 91 
 92 
Table 2: Per Capita GDP growth rates in Developing Countries, 1980-2000 93 
 94 

  

1980-1990 

 

1980-2000 

Developing Countries 

 

1.4 1.7 

East Asia & Pacific 

 

6.4 6.2 

Europe & Central Asia 

 

1.5 -0.2 

Latin America & Caribbean 

 

-0.3 0.7 

Middle East & North Africa 

 

-1.1 -0.1 

South Asia 

 

3.5 3.6 

Sub-Saharan Africa 

 

-1.2 -0.7 

Developed Countries 

 

2.5 2.1 

 95 
Source: [18] 96 

 97 

2. THE COLONIAL PAST 98 

 99 

Colonialism can be seen as an act of destruction of civilisation [1; 5; 10; 17]. Indigenous 100 

populations were regarded as indispensable for economic exploitation, and therefore the 101 

management of the colonial economy purely for colonial ends resulted in the weak integration 102 

of local populations apart from as proletariat labour [19]. The colonial regime rejected any 103 

notion of indigenous people running the state, and colonial institutions were staffed 104 

overwhelmingly by European administrators at the technical and managerial levels. Despite 105 

this characterisation, it is important to note that colonialism took very different forms in 106 

different locations. Many postcolonial writers [2; 5; 8; 12; 17; 19] have therefore challenged 107 

some of the generalisations and stereotypes associated with colonialism, aiming to focus on 108 

the situated perspectives and diversity of experiences. The scramble for Africa (following the 109 

Berlin Conference 1885) and clash of rivalry imperialisms resulted in a division of territory 110 

and ownership by one of the major European powers. Different European countries 111 



 

 

‘developed’ their colonies in contrasting ways, which had significant implications for the 112 

post-independence economic development of many states. Sidaway (1992) [20] notes the 113 

contrast between British imperialism, with its focus on development of infrastructure and 114 

indigenous production, with that of Portuguese colonialism. They note that the latter was 115 

largely based around commercial ransacking to serve the needs of the metropole. The result 116 

was a highly uneven geography of concentration of development around major hubs of 117 

economic activity (particularly ports) in Angola and Mozambique, and marginalisation of the 118 

periphery and peripheral populations [21]. This would have significant implications for the 119 

post-independence economic trajectory of these states. In addition different colonial histories 120 

would have significant implications for many African states’ ability to generate economic 121 

growth after independence. Many (e.g. 1; 2, D. 1998; Lemon  and Rogerson 2002; 17; 5; 8) 122 

have written about the legacy of the policy of Apartheid in South Africa in constraining 123 

economic growth due to a combination of labour inefficiencies, mounting international 124 

sanctions and internal and external security costs. Similarly the Ian Smith regime (1965-79) in 125 

Rhodesia (now Zimbabwe) following the signing of the Unilateral Declaration of 126 

Independence caused international condemnation and the economic isolation of the Rhodesian 127 

economy until it collapsed in the late 1970s. 128 

 129 

A number of legacies of colonialism in Africa can therefore be identified with significant 130 

implications for post-independence economic growth in many states. Firstly, colonialism 131 

created a highly inequitable distribution of resources within states, and subsequent 132 

marginalisation of the indigenous populations [1; 2;  also see 5; 8]. A classic example is the 133 

issue of land in Zimbabwe where the Land Apportionment Act (1930) set aside 51% of the 134 

land area of Zimbabwe for just 3,000 white European settlers, with the indigenous population 135 

allocated drier, agriculturally less suitable regions away from the central watershed, or 136 

confined to overcrowded African reserves (at densities of over 60 people/ sq km) [15]. A 137 

major problem for post-independence governments has therefore been the task of promoting 138 

indigenous economic empowerment and greater socio-economic equity [1; 5; 22]. The failure 139 

of many of these attempts (e.g. in Zimbabwe and South Africa) has resulted in the failure to 140 

create sustained economic growth across the region. Secondly, colonial economic control 141 

produced a highly uneven pattern of development, both between colony and core, and within 142 

colonies, creating major urban core areas and marginalised periphery. This can be clearly 143 

identified in the case of South Africa where economic development centred largely in the 144 

ports of Cape Town and Durban, and in the mineral rich areas of the Witwatersrand 145 



 

 

(Johannesburg). Such patterns of development have been exacerbated with post-independence 146 

state’s incorporation into the global economy. This has created new forms of uneven 147 

development with many states remaining peripheral and vulnerable to global economic 148 

processes (see later section). The final major legacy in many states was the situation created 149 

by the rapid dismantling of colonial infrastructure and governance at independence [12; 22; 150 

23]. This left a number of arbitrarily created economically disempowered states with 151 

significant internal ethno-nationalist tensions, creating the context for civil strife, civil war 152 

and resulting severe economic disruption. The colonial history and geography of colonialism, 153 

and their implications for the post-colonial trajectory of many African states have therefore 154 

been a major determinant of Africa’s poor growth. 155 

 156 

Box: 1 

The Impact of Colonialism on African Economic Development 

 

The imposition of colonialism on Africa altered its history forever.  African modes of thought, patterns 

of cultural development, and ways of life were forever impacted by the change in political structure 

brought about by colonialism. The African economy was significantly changed by the Atlantic  

slave trade through the process of imperialism and the economic policies that  accompanied 

colonization. Prior to the "Scramble for Africa," or the official partition of Africa by the major 

European nations, African economies were advancing in every area, particularly in the area of trade. 

The aim of colonialism was to exploit the physical, human, and economic resources of an  area to 

benefit the colonizing nation. European powers pursued this goal by encouraging the development of a 

commodity based trading system, a cash crop agriculture system, and by building a trade network 

linking the total economic output of a region to the demands of the colonizing state. The development 

of colonialism and the partition of Africa by the European colonial powers arrested the natural 

development of the African economic system. 

 

However, even more significant to the era of colonialism is the era of the Atlantic slave trade. 

The Atlantic slave trade existed in Africa for over three hundred years and introduced to the continent 

sophisticated systems of credit, exchange and unbalanced trade. This pattern of unbalanced trade 

continued into the period of colonialism and remains today. The demise of the slave trade began in 

1807 when the British government made it illegal for British subjects to engage in the slave trade.  

The era of "legitimate trade" began and Africa became a source of raw materials for the rapidly 

industrializing European powers. The nineteenth century and the end of slaving saw the commercial 

integration of the entire continent of Africa: north, west, south, and central. The economic goals of 



 

 

colonialism were simple: to provide maximum economic benefit to the colonizing power at the lowest 

possible price. As the effects of the Berlin Conference which establish the "rules" of the partition  

game became clear, those areas of Africa which had previously been developing significant trade and 

economies of their own were brought under the control of European economic policies. Europe was 

still rapidly developing and therefore needed the raw materials that Africa had to offer. 

Colonialism was not just about economic subjugation, but about the ability to wrest control of the 

local economy from African rulers. Improving the production methods or strengthening the economy 

was not important. [...]..Colonial powers instituted  trade controls that limited colonial imports to those 

from the colonizing power  and restricted exports to that same market. [...] One of the most significant 

reasons for such stringent economic controls was the desire for colonies to be self supporting. 

Although originally European nations took great interest in Africa, they felt that the main duty of  

the colonial governments was to maintain law and order at the lowest possible cost. Economic 

development and education were considered unimportant and were left to the private 

sector..[...]..Education reforms were introduced and in many areas, modem state systems implemented. 

However, the long term economic impact of European development held some very negative 

consequences for Africa also. The infrastructure that was developed was designed to exploit the 

natural resources of the colonies. Also, the technological and industrial development that had been 

occurring in Africa was stalled by the imposition of colonialism. Prior to the partition of Africa, local 

production provided Africans with a wide variety of consumer goods. The policies of colonialism 

forced the demise of African industry and created a reliance on imported goods from Europe. The 

most significant negative impact of colonialism on Africa was the overemphasis on single cash crop 

production. Colonial African economies were focused on the production of one or two agricultural 

products for consumption in the world markets. ..[..].. Other consequences of colonialism are the 

destruction of trans - African trade and cooperation. Prior to the partition of Africa, the continent had 

become increasingly integrated economically, with trade occurring north - south and east -west. The 

policies of the governing powers redirected all African trade to the international export market. Thus 

today, there is little in the way of inter - African trade, and the pattern of economic dependence 

continues. The imposition of colonialism on the continent of Africa occurred for many reasons, not the 

least of which was economic. Prior to this development, Africa was advancing and progressing 

economically and politically. Colonialism encouraged this development in some areas, but in many 

others severely retarded the natural progress of the continent. Had colonialism never been imposed on 

Africa, its development would be significantly different and many of the problems that plague it today 

would not exist.  

Source: [24]. 
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3. CIVIL WAR AND CIVIL STRIFE 159 
 160 

A clear constraining factor on economic growth and welfare in many African post-161 

independence states has been extended periods of civil strife and civil war [25; 26; 27; 28].  162 

As stated above, these have their roots directly in the colonial past, and in particular the rapid 163 

and disorderly way in which many colonial empires were dismantled. Colonialism enforced 164 

an entirely Eurocentric conception of territory on indigenous populations, although remaining 165 

contested on the ground. The colonial map produced an imposed order on African territory 166 

and, in the process, a control of the geographies of indigenous populations. It is, however, 167 

easy to forget that the creation of empires and African states did not correspond to the 168 

geography of Africa prior to colonialism. When the colonial enterprise was dismantled, 169 

therefore, this left different ethno-nationalist groups with competing claims for territory and 170 

valuable resources [25]. The implications have been catastrophic, creating humanitarian 171 

suffering as well as destroying the conditions for sustained economic growth. 172 

Civil wars and conflicts have been a constant feature of a number of post-independence 173 

African nations [29; 30]. In Angola and Mozambique civil war between divided nationalist 174 

movements has raged for an extended period (sixteen years in case of Mozambique and even 175 

longer in Angola due to failed peace attempts in 1992 and 1998), having a profound effect in 176 

creating social and humanitarian disaster, death and destruction, and failure of state 177 

modernisation plans [2; 31]. Simon (2001) [31] states that the seemingly endless civil war in 178 

Angola between the ruling party (MPLA) and dissident nationalist movement (UNITA) has 179 

generated untold human suffering through death, injury, displacement of populations and 180 

economic destruction. The humanitarian crisis has been worsened by rising levels of poverty 181 

throughout the country and poor infrastructure to rural areas due to artillery bombardment and 182 

heavy government expenditure on the military (over $5billion has reportedly been spent by 183 

Angolan government on military equipment [32]. Tvedten (1997) [33] has assessed the costs 184 

of war up to 1994 to be in excess thirty billion dollars in materials damage and loss of 185 

productivity. In addition, approximately one million people have died due to a combination of 186 

fighting and secondary effects; forty percent of whom were children (ibid). Similarly in 187 

Mozambique, the activities of RENAMO provided a major security threat to the FRELIMO 188 

government, with extensive fighting, destruction of key infrastructure, and terrorisation of the 189 

Mozambican rural population in an attempt to destabilise the ruling government. Prolonged 190 

conflict in the Democratic Republic of the Congo, has also caused considerable economic and 191 

social damage, was well as limiting the prospects of stable peace in the region. 192 



 

 

 193 

3.1 The Democratic Republic of Congo (1980 to 2000) as a case study  194 
 195 
The Democratic Republic of Congo (DRC) has emerged from a terrible war that has wrought 196 

havoc in Central Africa – and from a decade of crisis.  Just after the war of 1998 and the 197 

appointment of Joseph Kabila, new hopes have emerged, and there has been progress towards 198 

peace and reconciliation.  The international community was re-asserting its support, in 199 

particular by deploying United Nations (UN) troops [34].  And a new, technocratic 200 

Government was taking courageous economic measures.  A window of opportunity has 201 

opened. But massive external assistance was needed to accompany the peace process and 202 

consolidate a still very fragile situation.  The social situation remains explosive.  The fiscal 203 

situation was catastrophic.  The Government alone cannot address the challenges the country 204 

was facing.  Support by the international community was key to stabilizing the situation, and 205 

to ending a war which has wrought havoc in Central Africa, and has undermined development 206 

prospects in a number of neighboring countries.  207 

 208 

3.1.1 Political and economic context of democratic republic of Congo 209 

 210 
 211 
The DRC is the third largest country in Africa, with an area of 2.3 million square kilometers 212 

(about one fourth of the United States, more than two thirds of the European Union).  Its 213 

population, estimated at about 50 million (including more than 350 ethnic groups), ranks 214 

fourth in Africa.  The country occupies the basin of the 4,300-kilometer long Congo River, 215 

with eleven highly-diverse provinces stretching from the Great Lakes to the Atlantic Ocean 216 

(see Box 2)1 [35].  With a rapidly-growing population estimated at about 8 million, Kinshasa 217 

is one of the largest and most dynamic cities in Africa. 218 

 219 
 220 
 221 
 222 
 223 
 224 
 225 

                                                
1  This box is based on the “Rapport des Conseillers Economiques de l’Union Européenne en République 

Démocratiquie du Congo”, 1999. 



 

 

 226 

 227 
The Democratic Republic of Congo is potentially one of Africa’s richest countries, but 228 

successive governments have failed to translate this potential into satisfactory living 229 

conditions for the Congolese.  Indeed, even before the most recent wars, social indicators 230 

were very low (see Box 2), and a large part of the population relied on informal activities to 231 

survive (mainly small-scale trading and cultivation of small plots).  The formal economy rests 232 

on four pillars: 233 

• Agriculture.  This sector accounts for about 58 percent of GDP and employs about 68 234 

percent of the labor force.  It includes both subsistence farming (and fishing) and large-235 

scale production for export (e.g., coffee).  Forestry also provides substantial resources (the 236 

DRC contains 6 percent of the world’s forests). 237 

• Mining.  The DRC has extensive mineral resources, including copper, cobalt, industrial 238 

diamonds, uranium, tin, gold, silver, coal, zinc, manganese, tungsten, cadmium, as well as 239 

offshore petroleum.  Mining accounts for about 90 percent of the DRC’s export earnings. 240 

• Manufacturing.  Manufacturing activities remain limited (about 5 percent of GDP before 241 

the war).  The main activities include mineral processing, followed by petroleum and 242 

cement production – and also tires, shoes, textiles, cigarettes, beer, and processed food. 243 

• Services.  Services account for about 25 percent of GDP and 19 percent of employment, 244 

including transportation, government, communication, and banking.  Tourism was never 245 

significant. 246 

 247 

Box 2:  The DRC’s Eleven Province 
 

Province Main City Area Population Main Activities Remark 

  (sq. km.) (million) 

 
Kinshasa Kinshasa 10,000 6-8  Capital city - 
Bas Congo Matadi 54,000 3.3  Agriculture, port Access to Ocean 
Bandundu Bandundu 296,000 5.6  Agriculture Kinshasa’s granary 
Equateur Mbandaka 403,000 4.9  Coffee, wood MLC-controlled 
Province Orientale Kisangani 503,000 5.7  Gold MLC/RCD-controlled 
Kasai Occidental Kananga 154,000 3.8  Diamond, agriculture - 
Kasai Oriental Mbuji-Mayi 170,000 4.1  Diamond, agriculture - 
Katanga Lubumbashi 497,000 6.2  Minerals (copper, etc.) - 
Nord Kivu Goma 59,000 3.7  Agriculture RCD-controlled 
Sud Kivu Bukavu 65,000 3.3  Agriculture RCD-controlled 
Maniema Kindu 132,000 1.4  Agriculture, minerals RCD-controlled 
 
Source: [34] 
 



 

 

Box 3:  Key Social Indicators 248 
 249 
Even before the wars living conditions were worse in the DRC than in many other African countries 250 
(reliable statistics on the current situation are not available): 251 
• Life expectancy (1995): 53 years in the cities, 43 years in rural areas. 252 
• Illiteracy (1995): 32.7% overall, 42% for women (school attendance fell from 72% in 1979 to 59% in 1995). 253 
• Infant mortality (1995): 101 per 1,000 in the cities, 161 per 1,000 in rural areas. 254 
 255 
HIV/AIDS prevalence has increased over the last years to reach 5%, i.e. over 2 million people, with large 256 
disparities across regions (4.6% in Kinshasa, 0.6% in Kasai, 8.6% in Katanga, 16% in Goma).  In Kinshasa, 15% 257 
of the infants less than 5 years old are infected.2 258 
 259 
Source: [34] 260 
 261 
 262 

3.1.2 Historical Background of Democratic Republic of Congo 263 

 264 

The Democratic Republic of Congo has had a troubled history.  At the time of independence, 265 

in 1960, the DRC had the same GDP and population as South Korea [34].  Political instability 266 

and secessionist conflicts (in Kasai and Katanga) marked the first five years of independence.  267 

In 1965, Mobutu Sese Seko came to power.  During his 32-year rule, a massive program of 268 

education and training was implemented.  But the country also went through a succession of 269 

economic crisis (“zairianisation”, “radicalization”, and the eventual “retrocession” between 270 

1971 and 1976; terms of trade shocks during the 1980s) compounded by widespread 271 

corruption [34].   272 

 273 

The crisis heightened during the 1990s.   The early 1990s were a time of hyper-inflation, high 274 

indebtedness, weak investment3, and economic dislocation (e.g., Kasai rejected the new 275 

currency introduced in 1993) [34].  Between 1990 and 1993, most bilateral and multilateral 276 

institutions, including the IMF and the World Bank, suspended their economic assistance 277 

programs.  In 1991 and again in 1993, large-scale riots and plundering by the armed forces 278 

resulted in losses estimated at about 25 percent of GDP.  After the 1994 genocide in Rwanda, 279 

a large number of refugees came to the Eastern part of the country, aggravating the economic 280 

crisis and fueling insecurity.  At the end of 1996, a rebel movement, the “Alliance des Forces 281 

Démocratiques de Liberation du Congo” (AFDL), supported by Uganda and Rwanda, 282 

launched a military offensive, which led to the fall of Kinshasa in May 1997 [34].  One of the 283 

leaders of the movement, Laurent-Desire Kabila became the Head of State.  284 

                                                
2  Data provided by the “Programme National de Lutte contre le SIDA”. 
3  Investment was estimated at 7 percent of GDP a year, compared to 20 percent in sub-Saharan Africa. 



 

 

 285 

3.1.3 The war of 1998 286 

In 1998, a new war started, which was accompanied by political fragmentation, and 287 

warlordism, and rapidly engulfed seven other countries (Angola, Zimbabwe, and to a lesser 288 

extent Chad and Namibia, with the Government, Rwanda, Uganda, and to a lesser extent 289 

Burundi on the side of the rebels) [34].  The conflict eventually became fueled by the 290 

exploitation of the DRC’s mineral wealth (see Box 3). 291 

In August 1999 an accord to end the conflict was reached in Lusaka.  The Lusaka Agreement 292 

called for a cease-fire, a withdrawal of foreign troops, the disarmament and repatriation of 293 

foreign rebel groups based in the DRC (especially the Rwandan Interahamwe and ex-FAR) 294 

and an inter-Congolese dialogue [34].  But implementation stalled. 295 

 296 

Box 4:  War and Natural Resources 297 
 298 
Several recent reports have cast some light on the interplay of war and natural resources in the DRC: 299 
• The mismanagement of natural wealth, especially mineral resources, is one of the causes of the conflict. 300 

Cronyism, corruption, and deep inequalities in the distribution of the benefits associated with mining 301 
activities fueled tensions. 302 

• The appropriation of mineral resources, once begun, has become a key objective of some parties to the 303 
conflict.  A number of key actors in the conflict are allegedly involved in exploiting the DRC’s mineral 304 
wealth, often for personal benefit – and have little interest in the restoration of peace and stability. 305 

• The conflict has become self-financing.  Armed groups who have access to natural resources can use these 306 
resources to finance troops and equipment and no longer depend on external financial support to go on 307 
fighting. 308 

This suggests that transparent allocation of mining rights and proper management of the revenues generated by 309 
mining activities will be key to the DRC’s sustainable stabilization and recovery. 310 
 311 
Source :[34] 312 
 313 

The war has taken a heavy toll on the country. Although detailed data are missing, about 314 

200,000 persons, mostly civilians may have been killed.  The increased mortality associated 315 

with the collapse of physical and social infrastructure is estimated at 1.5 to 3 million deaths 316 

since 1997 [36].  The Food and Agriculture Organization (FAO) estimates that about a third 317 

of the population (i.e. 16 million people) were starving or malnourished.  HIV/AIDS was 318 

spreading rapidly, particularly in the Eastern provinces. Damage on infrastructure has also 319 

been extensive, in particular because of the lack of maintenance [34].  Transport infrastructure 320 

has collapsed.  As a result, farmers could no longer commercialize their surplus while food 321 

prices in urban centers were high.  Damage on other infrastructure (e.g., power, water) was 322 

also extensive, in particular in the Eastern provinces. The impact on public administration was 323 

also severe.  The dislocation of public administration has allowed for large fiscal evasion, in 324 

particular for export duties, and government’s resources have shrunk to 5-7% of GDP [34].  325 



 

 

Most social sectors were no longer financed, while civil servants’ salaries have dropped to 326 

about US$3 a month (compared to about $150 a month needed to feed an average household 327 

in Kinshasa) [34].  The country is facing a deep economic crisis (see Box 5). 328 

 329 
 330 

Box 5: Key Indicators of a severe Economic Crisis 331 
GDP (1999): About US$3.9 billion, compared to about US$10 billion in 1990. 332 
GDP per capita (1999): US$78, compared to US$250 in 1990. 333 
GDP growth (1999): - 15%  334 

i.e. agriculture: - 16%, manufacturing: - 46%, mining: - 34%, services: - 21%.  335 
Balance of trade (1999): - US$104.5 million, compared to + US$679.2 million in 1997. 336 
Exports (1997 – 1999): -45%  337 

i.e. diamonds: -31%, gold: -42%, copper and cobalt: -79%, crude oil: -43%, coffee: -21%, wood: -80%. 338 
Budget deficit (1999): 117% of receipts, compared to 50% in 1998 and 15% in 1997. 339 
Inflation: in excess of 500% in 2000  340 
Exchange rate (Congolese franc to US$): about 350 (mid June) – compared to 200 at end March 2001, 50 in 341 
June 2000, and 1.35 in June 1998. 342 
Debt: US$12.860 million, as of December 31, 2000, i.e. about 225% of GDP and 900% of exports – 25% of this 343 
debt is due to multilateral institutions, 72% to the Paris Club members, and 3% to non-Paris Club members and 344 
commercial creditors. 345 
Arrears: 75% of the debt, including about US$300 million to the World Bank, US$500 million to the IMF, and 346 
US$800 million to the African Development Bank Group). 347 
 348 
Source: [34]. 349 
 350 
3.1.4 The Strategic Challenges immediately after the year 2000 351 
 352 
 353 
With the changes in Kinshasa, a window of opportunity has opened.  There was renewed hope 354 

that the end of the conflict was in view.  Although nearly half of the DRC territory was still 355 

controlled by rebel forces, a political process was underway to develop a constitutional 356 

framework broadly supported by all key stakeholders [34].  The appointment of technocrats in 357 

key ministerial positions suggests a strong commitment to breaking with past practices, 358 

improving governance and transparency, and pursuing economic reform [34].  Overall, the 359 

degree of consensus achieved both internally and externally, and the level of Government 360 

commitment to dialogue and reform was evidently much stronger than ever before. But the 361 

situation remains very fragile and the process could easily be derailed [34].  The UN forces 362 

were not staffed and equipped to fight, and they could not prevent a resumption of fighting.  363 

The lack of economic perspectives as well as the continued deterioration of living conditions 364 

may further fuel social instability [34].  The government lacks the necessary resources to 365 

mitigate the social costs of its initial reforms and of those which have to be taken in the 366 

coming months.  In this context, external support was critical to ensure the success of the 367 

stabilization effort.   368 

 369 
 370 



 

 

3.1.5 The Challenges 371 
 372 
The interim actions already taken were just a beginning.  The task ahead was to rebuild an 373 

economy that can provide peace and prosperity for all Congolese, with the private sector 374 

driving the recovery.  This requires addressing some of the issues that were at the root of the 375 

conflict and putting the country on the path of high and equitable growth.  The lessons of 376 

other post-conflict situations indicate that this would not be easily or quickly done, and that 377 

time and speed were of the essence. 378 

 379 
The government has set up a priority program for the short-term, in close consultation with 380 

the World Bank, the IMF, and key donors [34].  This strategy was aimed at “early wins”, to 381 

establish a credible policy environment in the eyes of civil society, the private sector, 382 

international investors, and donors, as well as to lay the foundation for rapid and equitable 383 

growth [34].  It was based on a three-fold agenda: 384 

• Improve governance, with a focus on (i) promoting democratization and decentralization; 385 

(ii) redefining the role of the State and building partnerships with the private sector; (iii) 386 

ensuring an effective control over military forces and implementing a demobilization and 387 

reintegration program; (ii) strengthening the judiciary system; and (v) building capacity 388 

within public institutions. 389 

• Restore macro-economic stability.  In this context, significant measures have already 390 

been taken. 391 

• Implement priority activities.  The Government has defined a list of activities to 392 

accompany its economic stabilization efforts, which includes: (i) urgent and visible 393 

projects, in the infrastructure, social, and agriculture sectors, which can be implemented 394 

within the next 6 to 12 months; (ii) institutional support, including to improve the 395 

environment for private investments; and (iii) preparatory activities for the next phase 396 

(e.g., technical studies). 397 

 398 

 399 
The design and pace of assistance should reflect implementation constraints.  Both 400 

administrative capacity and the indigenous private sector in the DRC have been weakened by 401 

years of conflict, and efforts should aim to rebuild and strengthen the country’s 402 

implementation capacity early on.  Three (partly overlapping) phases could be distinguished: 403 



 

 

• Stabilization.  This phase could be relatively short, until, say, the end of 2001.  During 404 

this period, the DRC could progress towards political stability (through the inter-405 

Congolese dialogue) and economic reform.  Donors could finance emergency projects 406 

aimed at both alleviating the Congolese’s suffering and mitigating social instability.  They 407 

could also prepare for further, broader involvement (which often requires several months, 408 

to mobilize funds, prepare projects, staff teams, etc.).  By the end of this period, a 409 

pledging conference could be organized, to mobilize larger-scale support. 410 

• Recovery.  This phase could last two to three years.  It could aim to gradually, but rapidly, 411 

put the DRC back on a development track.  Assistance could focus on building essential 412 

administrative capacity (in particular to increase project implementation capacity), 413 

removing key bottlenecks to economic recovery (including regulatory and transport 414 

constraints), and addressing the most urgent issues that could affect the DRC’s long-term 415 

development prospects (e.g., HIV/AIDS, demobilization, basic social services and 416 

infrastructure).  417 

• Development.  After two to three years, political stability should have been consolidated, 418 

and the administrative capacity strengthened.  A more ambitious, and traditional, 419 

development program could be designed and implemented, to help put the DRC on the 420 

path of high, broadly-shared, and sustainable economic growth. 421 

 422 

 Particular attention should have been paid to three factors immediately after year 2000 423 

• Political progress.  The liberalization of political life, the success of the inter-Congolese 424 

dialogue, the implementation of the Lusaka Agreement, and the effective restoration of 425 

security through the deployment of the MONUC, are key conditions for successful 426 

economic recovery.  The Government and other key stakeholders should be encouraged to 427 

move further ahead on the political dialogue. 428 

• Treatment of the various parts of the country.  The Government had requested that 429 

assistance be provided throughout the country.  The level, nature, and modalities of 430 

development assistance should be adapted to the specific situation of each province (and 431 

adjusted as the situation evolves), to reflect needs, capacity (to implement, but also to 432 

maintain and operate), and effectiveness criteria.  Capacity building in public institutions 433 

should support the integration of administrative structures within a comprehensive, 434 

country-wide system. 435 



 

 

• Regional framework.  Ultimately, the DRC’s recovery was both conditional to and a 436 

condition for progress towards peace and stability in the sub-region.  International 437 

assistance to the DRC should be seen within the framework of a broader effort, aimed at 438 

stabilizing the sub-region through a combination of political, security, and economic 439 

actions. 440 

 441 

3.1.6 The implementation challenges 442 
 443 
 444 
Efforts should have been made to help DRC rapidly qualify for the Highly Indebted Poor 445 

Countries (HIPC) initiative, so as to free up resources for development activities.  DRC’s total 446 

external debt was at about $12 billion, most of which in arrears [34].  The economic measures 447 

taken recently were a first step towards building the necessary track record to open the way 448 

for an IMF Poverty Reduction and Growth Facility (PRGF) and eventually to qualify for the 449 

HIPC Decision Point – and these efforts should be pursued and deepened [34].  Arrears to 450 

multi-lateral institutions should have been cleared (in particular for the African Development 451 

Bank), which was a pre-condition for new lending.  Bilateral assistance may be needed to that 452 

effect, possibly through bridge loans or a debt fund (or both).  Negotiations should also be 453 

initiated with the Paris and London Clubs [34].  And an Interim Poverty Reduction Strategy 454 

Paper (I-PRSP) or equivalent should be rapidly prepared. 455 

 456 
 457 
3.1.6.1 Dealing With a Weak Implementation Capacity 458 

 459 

The DRC’s implementation capacity may appear limited in relation to needs.  Administrative 460 

capacity was weak, and corruption was still widespread.  Private contractors have closed 461 

down, and there were huge logistical bottlenecks, in particular due to the collapse of the 462 

transport network.  Early efforts should have been made to address these issues, so that 463 

implementation capacity does not become a major constraint to successful recovery [34]. 464 

 465 

For both the donor communities and the Government, the challenge over the successive years 466 

were to identify, test, develop, and adjust effective implementation mechanisms.  During the 467 

stabilization and recovery phases, ad hoc solutions could be found for implementing projects, 468 

including: 469 



 

 

• Making extensive use of the vibrant civil society, and of the extensive networks of 470 

community-based and religious organizations, in particular to access populations in rural 471 

areas and in small urban centers. 472 

• Relying on turn-key contracts with reputable international companies for the most 473 

complex and expensive projects (e.g., in infrastructure). 474 

• Encouraging the partnering of local and international companies and helping local 475 

companies develop their capacities (e.g., technical assistance, advance payments to 476 

procure key equipment). 477 

• Providing intensive, hands-on technical assistance to help prepare and supervise 478 

projects, and over time to strengthen institutions – although attention should be paid to 479 

avoid jeopardizing local ownership of the programs. 480 

 481 
 482 

3.2 Zimbabwe and South Africa crisis  483 

Incidences of post-independence civil strife have also had a significant impact in limiting 484 

economic growth across Africa  [25; 29; 37; 38; 39; 40] . The most notable example is 485 

Zimbabwe where the scale of the humanitarian crisis obscures the massive economic crisis 486 

that the country also currently faces. The Zimbabwean crisis and political and social 487 

instability, particularly from 2000 onwards, has created soaring inflation (with inflation 488 

figures in the millions despite currency corrections) as well as an escalating economic and 489 

social crisis (including a famine crisis and a shrinking economy (GDP -7% (2007 CIA World 490 

Fact Book)) making Zimbabwe the worst performing economy in the world with continuous 491 

negative growth since 2000 [15]. The Zimbabwean crisis has also affected foreign perceptions 492 

of the region and has had a negative impact on foreign direct investment to South Africa, 493 

especially between 1999 and 2000 [see 15]. Zimbabwe therefore serves to compromise 494 

economic growth and spread instability across the region. 495 

A significant reason for the failure to successfully create regional economic growth has 496 

therefore been the failure to maintain stability and security, as foreign investors have been 497 

reluctant to invest in unstable regions or corrupt governments. Managing conflict across 498 

Africa is a daunting challenge [2; 31; 41]. It is however the most important non-economic 499 

factor which should be included in economic policy thinking, vital for investor confidence, 500 

and therefore the economic health and growth of African regional economies. Security is 501 

more than just about preventing wars, or achieving a basic level of peace [31]. The very 502 



 

 

concept of development involves issues of security, stability, and freedom (ibid) crucial to the 503 

whole continent. Conflict and regional instability has to date had a devastating impact on 504 

economic development across the region. Many have looked to South Africa as the largest 505 

economy to promote peaceful regional integration, particularly in Southern Africa. South 506 

Africa has committed itself to an ‘African Renaissance’ through participation in peacekeeping 507 

operations on the continent and has stated aims to focus on improving freedom and 508 

empowerment and governance across sub-Saharan Africa:  509 

 510 

South Africa therefore identifies the importance of its commitment to regional security and 511 

stability as a fundamental driving force in the engine of growth, as FDI will only be attracted 512 

to a stable regional polity. A number of serious challenges to the quest for continental security 513 

and stability have however been posed within the region. Involvement by a number of states 514 

on different sides in the conflict in the DRC removed the region’s sense of collective 515 

solidarity and relatively positive momentum to that point. In addition, the major regional 516 

challenge remains in Zimbabwe, where an escalating humanitarian crisis will continue to 517 

hinder regional stability, integration and growth. Thus far, however, there has been reluctance 518 

from neighbouring states (especially from South Africa) to actively intervene. 519 

 520 

4. NEOLIBERALISM AND THE FAILURE TO PRODUCE GROWTH 521 

 522 

As stated above, a major challenge of governments has been to promote economic 523 

empowerment and growth after independence. Some states (e.g. Mozambique) attempted 524 

ambitious and ultimately failed attempts at Soviet-influenced state socialism and development 525 

planning. Initiatives involved the creation of large state-owned companies, the creation of 526 

state-owned agro-industrial plantations, communal village systems and collectivisation of 527 

peasantry in rural areas, and state controlled trade and exchange. Despite the socialist rhetoric 528 

of many post-independence governments (e.g. South Africa, Zimbabwe), many government 529 

have however adopted the neoliberal development approach (including privatisation, market 530 

liberalisation, currency devaluation and cuts to government spending) in return for 531 

development money, aiming to create rapid economic growth and economic empowerment.  532 

 533 

Table 3: Economic Growth in South Africa under GEAR 534 
 535 

  



 

 

Growth Rate 

1996 

 

2.6% 

1997 

 

2.6% 

1998 

 

0.8% 

1999 

 

1.9% 

2002 

 

3.6% 

2003 

 

2.8% 

2004 

 

3.7% 

2005 

 

4.3% 

Expected Growth Rate 

 

6% 

 

 536 
Source: [42 and 43] 537 

 538 

This approach has however received an extensive critical literature across countries in the 539 

region [see 44; 3;  22] In South Africa, Peet (2002) [42] has argued that neo-liberal initiatives 540 

for restructuring the South African space economy have limited scope for producing 541 

economic growth and much needed socio-economic redistribution, due to the limited nature 542 

of wealth ‘trickle down’ to the very poorest and most vulnerable. GEAR (the ANC’s 543 

neoliberal development strategy) has come under considerable criticism in its failure to 544 

provide growth and employment. The program was criticised initially for failing to create 545 

sustained economic growth, however in the longer term is showing some signs of 546 

improvement (see table 3). Such recovery is however significantly short of government 547 

targets of a sustained 6% growth by 2000. Unemployment is also showing disappointing 548 

progress. Significant job losses were experienced initially (350,000 jobs lost 1996-99 [43], 549 

and more recently unemployment rates remain high (2003- 41.8% according to the expanded 550 

definition of unemployment, and 39.0% in March 2006 (ibid.)). The poverty and inequality 551 

reducing drive of mass employment creation through growth has therefore not been facilitated 552 

by the GEAR program, and Marais (1998) [3] and others have argued that the government 553 

strategy is actually serving to worsen inequality, undermining the redistributive effects of the 554 

budget. Similarly in Zimbabwe, Bond (1998) [44] has documented the significant economic 555 

decline in the early 1990s, as a result of structural adjustment, leading to a failure to create 556 



 

 

growth as well as universal increases in poverty and sliding social development amongst 557 

marginal urban and rural groups. Bond (1998) [44] states that due to the implementation of 558 

ESAP, poverty and hunger increased due to slow growth of employment opportunities, sharp 559 

increases in food prices due to inflation and significant retrenchments in the public and 560 

private sector. There were also ominous reversals in social provision, with the introduction of 561 

fees in rural clinics and primary education. Market-based development initiatives have 562 

therefore arguably been the cause of the growth problem of many African countries, not the 563 

solution to it [ also see 45; 46; 47]. Many governments have had the unintended consequence 564 

of creating economic disempowerment and increasing inequality as a result of their policies 565 

[see 48; 49; 50; 51]. This has in many cases failed to create growth as domestic markets have 566 

not expanded due to continuing high levels of poverty and inequality. 567 

 568 

5. CONCLUSIONS 569 

 570 

This paper argues that colonial (and neo-colonial) history and geography have played a 571 

significant role in Africa’s lagging growth rate and peripheral regional status in the global 572 

economy. Whilst it has sought to identify a number of postcolonial factors which have 573 

blighted growth across a number of African nations, it argues that many of these additional 574 

factors have their roots in Africa’s colonial past. In particular, the numerous instances of civil 575 

war and civil strife can be directly linked back to the colonial project and disorderly way in 576 

which many states were hastily decolonised. Newly independent countries were therefore 577 

unable to generate cohesive societies, strong economies and correct the considerable 578 

inequities created during the colonial period. The neoliberal doctrine, enforced on many 579 

vulnerable postcolonial developing economies, has also significantly affected the growth 580 

trajectory of many African nations, with notable failures in Zimbabwe and South Africa. It 581 

can, however, be argued that this reflects a neo-colonial control over space by dominant 582 

financial actors in the global economy. The colonial legacy therefore remains a significant 583 

factor in post-colonial Africa. This could remain a major impediment to growth and an 584 

African renaissance in the future. 585 

 586 

 587 

 588 

 589 

 590 



 

 

 591 

References 592 

1. Darwin J. (1997). Imperialism and the Victorians: The Dynamics of territorial 593 

Expansion. The English Historical Review, 62, 112 (447), 614-642. 594 

2. Landes, D. (1998). The Wealth and Poverty of Nations. New York: W.W. Norton & 595 

Company. 596 

3. Marais, H. (1998) ‘South Africa: Limits to Change: The Political Economy of 597 

transition’. University of Cape Town Press: Cape Town. 598 

4. Bond, P. (1998) ‘Uneven Zimbabwe: a study of finance, development and 599 

underdevelopment’. Africa World Press: Trenton NJ. 600 

5. Roy, T. (2012). The East India Company: The World’s Most Powerful Corporation. 601 

London: Allen Lane.  602 

6. Chang, H. (2003) ‘Kicking away the ladder: the real history of free trade’. Foreign 603 

Policy in Focus December edition.  604 

7. Chang, H. (2011) Institutions and Economic Development: Theory, Policy, and 605 

History, Journal of Institutional Economics, 2011, Vol. 7, no.4.  606 

8. Pettigrew, W.  (2013). Freedom’s debt: The Royal African Company and the Politics of 607 

the Atlantic Slave Trade. Chapel Hill, NC: University of North Carolina. 608 

9. Simon, D. (1995) ‘Structurally adjusted Africa: poverty, debt and basic needs’. Pluto 609 

Press: London. 610 

10. Mazula Brazao, Miguel de Brito, Obede Baloi, Guilherme Mbilana, (2004). 611 

Mozambique: ten years of Peace. Maputo: Centro de Esudos de Democracia e 612 

Desenvolvimento. 613 

11. 2006 CIA World Fact Book. 614 

12. Escobar, A. (1995) ‘Encountering Development: The making and unmaking of the 615 

Third World’. Princeton University Press: Princeton.  616 

13. Choudhary K.N., 1998. The English East India Company in the 17th and 18th Centuary: 617 

A Pre Modern multinational Organisation. In P. Tuck (Ed.), The East India Company, 618 

1600-1858: Trade, Finance and Power (Vol. 4, pp. 82-99). New York. NY: Routledge.   619 

14. Cain, P.G. & Hopkins, A.G. (2002).  British Imperialism. , 1688-2000. New York. NY: 620 

Longman. 621 

15. Lee, M. (2003) ‘The Political economy of Regionalism in Southern Africa’.  622 

University of Cape Town Press: Cape Town. 623 

16. Power, M. (2003) ‘Rethinking Development Geographies’. Routledge: London. 624 

17. Brown, S. R. (2009). Merchant Kings: When Companies Ruled the World 1600-1900. 625 

New York, NY: St. Martin’s Press.  626 

18. www.cia.gov.us/worldfactbook accessed on 01.02.2019 627 

19. Newitt, M. (2001). Formal and Informal Empire in the History of  Portuguese 628 

expansion, Portusuese Studies. , 17, 1-21. 629 

20. Sidaway, J. (1992) ‘Mozambique: destabilisation, state, society and space’ Political 630 

Geography Quarterly 11 pp. 239-258. 631 

21. Lemon, A and Rogerson, C. (2002) ‘Geography and Economy of South Africa and its 632 

neighbours’. Ashgate: Aldershot. 633 



 

 

22. Hanlon, J. (2000) ‘Power without responsibility: the World Bank and Mozambican 634 

cashew nuts’. Review of African Political Economy 83 pp. 29-45. 635 

23. Stiglitz, J. (2002) ‘Globalization and its discontents’. Norton: New York. 636 

24. Settles, Joshua Dwayne, "The Impact of Colonialism on African Economic 637 

Development" (1996).University of Tennessee Honors Thesis Projects. 638 

https://trace.tennessee.edu/utk_chanhonoproj/182. 639 

25.  Roy, Licklider. “The Consequences of Negotiated Settlements in Civil Wars, 1945–640 

1993,” American Political Science Review 89 (September 1995). 641 

26. Collier, Paul and Anke Hoeffler. “On economic causes of civil war,” Oxford Economic 642 

Papers 50 (1998), 563-573.  643 

27. Collier, Paul. “On the economic consequences of civil war” Oxford Economic Papers; 644 

51:168-83, January 1999.    645 

28. Collier, Paul and Anke Hoeffler. "Greed and Grievance in Civil War," World Bank 646 

Working Paper 2355 (May 2000). 647 

29. Ibrahim Elbadawi & Nicholas Sambanis. Why Are There So Many Civil Wars in 648 

Africa? Understanding and Preventing Violent Conflict. Journal of African Economies 649 

(December 2000).  650 

 651 
30. Ibrahim, Elbadawi  and Nicholas Sambanis (2000b). "External Interventions and the 652 

Duration of Civil Wars," World bank Working Paper. 653 

31. Simon, D. (2001) ‘Social and humanitarian dislocation in Angola’. Review of African 654 

Political Economy 28(90) pp. 503-520. 655 

32. LeBillon, P. (2001) ‘Angola’s political economy of war: The role of Oil and Diamonds, 656 

1975-2000. African Affairs, Vol. 100, No. 398. pp. 55-80. Published by Oxford 657 

University Press on behalf of The Royal African Society. 658 

33. Tvedten, I. (1997) ‘Angola: struggle for peace and reconstruction’. Westview Press: 659 

Boulder, Co.  660 

34. Informal Issues Note for a Donor Information Meeting on the Democratic Republic of 661 

Congo, held in Paris, on July 3, 2001. Report: GETTING BACK ON THE ROAD TO 662 

DEVELOPMENT THE CHALLENGES OF RECOVERY 663 

35. “Rapport des Conseillers Economiques de l’Union Européenne en République 664 
Démocratiquie du Congo”, 1999. 665 

36. International Rescue Committee, June 6, 2000 666 

37. Horowitz, Donald. Ethnic Groups in Conflict. Berkeley: University of California Press, 667 

1985. 668 

38. Easterly, William and Ross Levine. “Africa’s Growth Tragedy: Policies and Ethnic 669 

Divisions,” November 1997, Quarterly Journal of Economics. CXII (4), 1203-1250. 670 

39. Young, T. (1988) ‘The politics of development in Angola and Mozambique’. African 671 

Affairs 87(347) pp. 165-184. 672 

40. Singer, J. David & Errol Henderson, 2000. ‘Civil War in the Post-Colonial World, 673 

1946–92’, 674 

Journal of Peace Research 37(3): 275–299 675 



 

 

41. Scott Straus (2012) Wars do end! Changing patters of political violence in sub-Saharan 676 

Africa. African Affairs, Volume 111, Issue 443, 1 April 2012, Pages 179-201. 677 

Available on https://doi.org/10.1093/afraf/ads015 678 

42. Peet, R. (2002) ‘Ideology, discourse and geography of hegemony: socialist to neo-679 

liberal development in SA’. ANTIPODE 34(1) pp. 54-84. 680 

43. Lemon, A. (2006) ‘Neoliberal post-Apartheid’ Lecture to Oxford School of 681 

Geography. 682 

44. Bond, P. (1996) ‘Who foots the bill? Contrasting views on the success of structural 683 

adjustment in Zimbabawe’. Journal of Southern African Studies 22(1) pp. 167-174. 684 

45. Baregu, M. and Landsberg, C. (eds.) (2003) ‘From Cape to Congo: Southern Africa’s 685 

evolving security challenges’. Lynne Rienner Publishers: London. 686 

46. Chabal, P. (2002) ‘A history of Postcolonial Lusophone Africa’. C Hurst: London  687 

47. McCormick, S. (1994) ‘The Angolan economy: prospects for growth in a post-688 

conflict environment’. Centre for Strategic Studies: Washington.  689 

48. Wilson, Henry S., 1994. African Decolonialism. London: Edward Arnold. 690 

49. Zegeye, A. and Maxted, J. (2003) ‘Our Dream Deferred: the poor in South Africa’. 691 

UNISA: Pretoria  692 

50. Alwang, J. and Ersado, L. (1999) ‘Changes in poverty in Zimbabwe between 1990-693 

1996’. Development Southern Africa 16(4) pp. 456-479. 694 

51. Rogerson, C. (2001) ‘Spatial development initiatives in southern Africa: the Maputo 695 

development corridor’. Tijdschrift voor Economische en Sociale Geografie 92(3) pp. 696 

324-346. 697 

 698 

 699 
 700 

 701 

 702 


