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The authors have examined the abiotic factors associated with three forest types (treed 
and forested shade-loving, area of ecological tension, and open ombrophylous) along an 
elevation gradient (31m to 64.8m above sea level) in northern Amazonia. 
 
The methods included (1) characterizing the flooding regime in each of these forest types,  
(2) taking measurements of soil samples, and (3) characterizing the forest structure in each 
forest type. The soil sampling consists of one profile for each forest type – a 1m wide, 1m 
long, 80cm deep profile. Soil type, pH, organic matter and several nutrients and 
micronutrients were measured at three depths in each profile. 
 
The results are interesting as a general survey of forest types and their abiotic factors 
associated with them. They show that the flooding regime seems to be important in 
shaping the types of soil and forest, as the authors mention.  
 
Overall, I think this manuscript is interesting, providing data from a region where scientific 
study has been lacking and is difficult to work in. This study should be followed up with a 
more comprehensive study when possible. 
 
The English as been improved. 
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